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combined with his ready wit and his fund of pleasant stories,
soon gained him friends among those who cared for cultivated
society; and he was enabled to bring his book called Deh
Murgh or 'The Ten Birds' under the notice of Sultan Selim.
This monarch, to whom the work is dedicated, was, we are
told, greatly pleased with it, and conferred many favours
upon the author. The date of Shemsfs death is not recorded,
but Lati'ft says that it occurred towards the close of Selim's
reign.

There is practically no narrative in Shemsi" poem, which
is purely ethical. l We are introduced to a beautiful garden,
the home of the Ten Birds. These, who are fast friends, form
a little community by themselves. They are an Owl, a Crow,
a Parrot, a Vulture, a Nightingale, a Hoopoe, a Swallow,
a Peacock, a Partridge, and a Stork j and each of them is
represented as pursuing among his fellows that human occu-
pation or profession which is in some way suggested by his
habits or appearance. Thus the Owl is the eremite or an-
chorite because he loves to dwell among ruins, the Parrot
is the molla because he is clad in green the sacred colour,
and so on. The book consists of a debate among those ten
birds, each one in turn delivering a speech, and each speaking
in his own character, the Owl as an anchorite, the Parrot
as a molla, and so with the others. The speeches, which
are wholly ethical or didactic, consist as a rule of two parts,
in the first of which the speaker criticizes what the last
orator has said, while in the second he praises himself and
his own speciality. When the Stork, who represents a holy
man, and who speaks last, has said his say, all the others
applaud his pious words, and at their request he offers a
prayer for the prosperity of Sultan Selim, which closes the book.
The style of The Ten Birds is extremely simple and fre-
1 There are two MSS. of the Deh Murgh in my collection.